
Crafts ’n Snacks
A Monthly Series from Keepsake Curriculum

Craft: 3D Hot Air Balloon Picture 

Snack: Hot Air Balloon Apples 

Story Ideas:  
“Curious George Up, Up, and Away” by H.A. Rey  

“How Things Work: Hot Air Balloons” by Joanne Mattern 
“Hot Air: The (Mostly) True Story of the First Hot Air 

Balloon Ride” by Marjorie Priceman 
“Sally’s Great Balloon Adventure” by Stephen Huneck 

March



3D Hot Air Balloon Picture 
This 3D hot air balloon picture is sure to impress…and 

it’s not very hard to make at all! A wonderful activity for 
an early spring day! 

Materials: 

9x12 blue, white, and brown construction paper 

9x12 colored construction paper (colors of your choice) 

                                   Pencil 

                                 Scissors 

                                Glue stick 

                       Black marker or crayon 

              Hot Air Balloon Printout (included) 

Instructions: 
1. Print the hot air balloon template and cut out the three different 

sizes of balloons. 

2.  To make each 3D balloon, you will need 5 balloons. You’ll want 
to layer different colors to get the full effect. Tip: layer your chosen 

colors on top of each other, trace the balloon on the top 
piece, and hold the papers together while cutting. This will 
allow you to more quickly cut out the 5 pieces for each 
different balloon (all 5 pieces of paper might be a little 

thick, especially for the larger balloons. Try 3 colors on 
top of each other, and then 2).



3. Fold all the balloon pieces in half. 

4. Apply glue to the side of one folded balloon and glue it to the 
next piece. Continue until all 5 colors are glued together. 

5. Repeat with other two balloon sizes. 

6. Cut out the three different sized squares from the template packet. These will be the basket 
for each balloon. Trace onto brown construction 

paper and cut out. 

7. Cut out the cloud template. 

8. Fold the white paper into thirds, 
trace and cut so that you have three clouds for your picture. 

9. Before gluing, arrange all the pieces onto the paper as 
desired. Glue everything down. 

10. Draw strings from both sides of the baskets to the 
balloons. 

11. Use a black marker or 
crayon to draw lines on 
each basket (if desired). 

*This craft was found at 
iheartcraftythings.com  

http://iheartcraftthings.com
http://iheartcraftthings.com


Hot Air Balloon Apples

Ingredients: 
Red/Green Apples 
Graham Crackers 

Pretzel Sticks 
String Cheese 

Directions: 

1. Remove the core from the apples and cut in half. 
2. Slice the apple halves and place two halves of red/green apple (or one of each) on a plate 

(keep the slices together to look like the top of a hot air balloon). 
3. Crack the graham crackers into quarters and each quarter in half so that you have smaller 

squares. 
4. Place the squares beneath the apples, leaving a space. 

5. Crack a pretzel stick in half and place under the apple to be the strings down to the 
basket. 

6. Cut string cheese into circles.  
7. Use the string cheese circles to make clouds around the hot air balloons. 

* This recipe does not have an original source 



Hot Air Balloon Read-Alouds for Kids

“Curious George Up, Up, and Away” by H.A. Rey - Curious George and the man with the yellow 
hat are planning on taking a ride in a hot air balloon, but as George climbs in, he releases the rope 
tethering the balloon to the ground.  George and his friend, Bill, float away with the man with the 
yellow hat racing after them. Will they continue going higher?  Or will George and his curious 
ways help them get back to the ground?

“How Things Work: Hot Air Balloons” by Joanne Mattern - For hundreds of years, humans 
dreamed of soaring through the skies like birds. Then the invention of the hot air balloon brought 
us closer than ever before. Most incredible of all: This amazing invention requires just a bit of hot 
air to send it floating among the clouds. This book shows you how.

“Hot Air: The (Mostly) True Story of the First Hot Air Balloon Ride” by Marjorie Priceman - 
The first "manned" hot-air balloon is about to take off! But what are those noises coming from 
the basket? Based on the (POSSIBLY) true report of a day in 1783, this si the story of 
(PERHAPS) the bravest collection of flyers the world has ever seen, as (SORT OF) told to 
Marjorie Priceman.

“Sally’s Great Balloon Adventure” by Stephen Huneck - When Sally’s family visits a hot air 
balloon field, the loyal black Labrador retriever is tempted by the smell of fresh chicken coming 
from one of the balloons. She follows the delicious scent to a balloon basket, and—whoops—the 
balloon takes flight! Soon she’s soaring above the ground, looking out at the tiny people below as 
they try to bring her back down.


