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Wednesday, December 1 - Friday December 3

Wednesday, December 1

Thursday, December 2

Peter: “The ups and downs of (Peter’s) experience 
were dramatic and often painful. His life was filled 

with torturous zigs and zags. The Lord dragged 
him through three years of tests and difficulties…
Why did Jesus do this? Did He take some glee in 

tormenting Peter? Not at all; the experiences - 
even the difficult ones - were all necessary to 

shape Peter into the man he needed to become.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 44

Peter: “(Peter) was secure in Christ, and he knew 
it. He had seen the risen Christ, so he knew 
Christ had conquered death. He knew that 

whatever earthly trials came his way, they were 
merely temporary. The trials, though often 

painful and always distasteful, were nothing 
compared to the hope of eternal glory…That 

hope is what gave Peter such courage.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 58-59



Friday, December 3

Andrew: “Andrew is the very picture of all those 
who labor quietly in humble places…He was 
not an impressive pillar like Peter, James, and 
John. He was a humbler stone. He was one of 

those rare people who is willing to take second 
place and to be in the place of support. He did 
not mind being hidden as long as the work was 

being done.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 73



Monday, December 6 - Friday December 10

Monday, December 6

Tuesday, December 7

Andrew: “Thank God for people like Andrew. 
They’re the quiet individuals, laboring faithfully 

but inconspicuously, giving insignificant, 
sacrificial gifts, who accomplish the most for the 
Lord. They don’t receive much recognition, but 

they don’t seek it. They only want to hear the 
Lord say, ‘Well done.’” 

- John MacArthur, p. 75

James: “James wanted a crown of glory; Jesus gave 
him a cup of suffering. He wanted power; Jesus gave 
him servanthood. He wanted a place of prominence; 
Jesus gave him a martyr’s grave. He wanted to rule; 
Jesus gave him a sword - not to wield, but to be the 

instrument of his own execution. Fourteen years after 
this, James would become the first of the Twelve to 

be killed for his faith.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 91



Thursday, December 9

Wednesday, December 8

James: “James is the prototype of the passionate, 
zealous, front runner who is dynamic, strong, and 
ambitious…Such zeal must always be harnessed 

and tempered with love. But if it is surrendered to 
the control of the Holy Spirit and blended with 

patience and long-suffering, such zeal is a 
marvelous instrument in the hands of God. The life 

of James offers clear proof of that.”  
- John MacArthur p. 93-94

John: “John learned to bear suffering willingly. There 
is no complaint about his sufferings anywhere in his 
epistles or the book of Revelation…He was looking 
forward calmly to the day when he would partake in 
the promised glory of the kingdom. That is the right 

balance and a healthy perspective. He had learned to 
look beyond his earthly sufferings in anticipation of 

the heavenly glory.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 114-115



Friday, December 10

John: “The fishermen of Galilee - Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John - became fishers of men on a 

tremendous scale, gathering souls into the church. 
In a sense, they are still casting their nets into the 
sea of the world by their testimony in the Gospels 

and their epistles. They are still bringing 
multitudes of people to Christ. Although they were 

common men, theirs was an uncommon calling.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 117



Monday, December 13 - Friday December 17

Monday, December 13

Tuesday, December 14

Philip: “If we were interviewing Philip for the role to 
which Jesus called him, we might say, ‘He’s out. You 

can’t make him one of the twelve most important 
people in the history of the world.’ But Jesus said, 

‘He’s exactly what I’m looking for. My strength I made 
perfect in weakness. I’ll make him into a preacher. 

He’ll be one of the founders of the church’…
Thankfully, the Lord uses people like Philip - lots of 

them.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 133

Philip: “Philip obviously overcame the human 
tendencies that so often hampered his faith, 

and he stands with the other apostles as proof 
that ‘God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to put to 

shame the things which are mighty…’ (1 
Corinthians 1:27-29)”  

- John MacArthur, p. 133



Wednesday, December 15

Thursday, December 16

Nathanael: “(Nathanael) recognized Jesus 
instantly as the One he had been waiting for. 

Nathanael, a careful student of Scripture, was a 
true Jew who waited for the Messiah and knew 

that when He came He would be the Son of 
God and King. He was never one of the half-

committed. He came to full understanding and 
total commitment on day one.”  

- John MacArthur, p. 147

Nathanael: “Nathanael, like the other apostles, 
stands as proof that God can take the most 

common people, from the most insignificant 
places, and use them to His glory.” 

  
- John MacArthur, p. 148



Friday, December 17
Matthew: “Even as a tax collector, Matthew knew his sin, 
his greed, his betrayal of his own people. He knew he 

was guilty of graft, extortion, oppression, and abuse. But 
when Jesus said to him, ‘Follow me,’ Matthew knew there 

was inherent in that command a promise of the 
forgiveness of his sin. His heart had long hungered for 

such forgiveness. And that is why he arose without 
hesitation and devoted the rest of his life to following 

Christ.” 
- John MacArthur, p. 156-157



Monday, December 20 - Friday, December 24

Monday, December 20

Tuesday, December 21

Matthew: “(Matthew) stands as a vivid reminder 
that the Lord often chooses the most 

despicable people of this world, redeems them, 
gives them new hearts, and uses them in 

remarkable ways.” 
  

- John MacArthur, p. 156

Thomas: “The strongest traditions say (Thomas) 
was martyred for his faith by being run through 

with a spear - a fitting form of martyrdom for 
one whose faith came of age when he saw the 

spear mark in his Master’s side and for one who 
longed to be reunited with his Lord.” 

  
- John MacArthur, p. 164



Wednesday, December 22

Thursday, December 23

James the son of Alphaeus: “These men were filled with 
the Spirit and they preached the Word. That is all we 
really need to know. The vessel is not the issue; the 
Master is. No one epitomizes that truth better than 

James the Less, the son of Alphaeus…he went quietly 
unnoticed through the entire Gospel narrative. This 
world remembers next to nothing about him. But in 

eternity, he will receive a full reward.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 174

Thomas: “Matthew was once the vilest of sinners 
- a wretched, despicable outcast. Thomas was a 
tender-hearted, moody, melancholy individual. 
But both of them were transformed by Christ…

He can use anyone.” 
  

- John MacArthur, p. 165



Friday, December 24

Simon the Zealot: “As one of the Twelve, Simon also 
had to associate with Matthew, who was at the 

opposite end of the political spectrum, collecting 
taxes for the Roman government. At one point in his 

life, Simon would probably have gladly killed 
Matthew. In the end, they became spiritual brethren, 
working side by side fo the same cause - the spread 

of the gospel - and worshiping the same Lord.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 177



Monday, December 27 - Friday, December 31

Monday, December 27

Tuesday, December 28

Simon the Zealot: “It is amazing that Jesus 
would select a man like Simon to be an apostle. 

But he was a man of fierce loyalties, amazing 
passion, courage, and zeal. Simon had believed 
the truth and embraced Christ as his Lord. The 

fiery enthusiasm he once had for Israel was now 
expressed in his devotion to Christ.”  

- John MacArthur, p. 177

Judas (not Iscariot): “(Judas, not Iscariot) 
is more or less shrouded in obscurity. But 

that obscurity should not cloud our 
respect for them. They all became mighty 

preachers.” 
  

- John MacArthur, p. 179



Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

Judas (not Iscariot): “This tender-hearted 
soul followed his Lord faithfully to the end. 
His testimony was as powerful and as far-
reaching as that of the better-known and 

more outspoken disciples. He, like them, is 
proof of how God uses perfectly ordinary 

people in remarkable ways.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 180

Judas Iscariot: “Judas demonstrates how the 
sovereign will of God cannot be thwarted by 
any means. His betrayal of Christ seemed at 

first glance like Satan’s greatest triumph ever. 
But in reality, it signaled utter defeat for the 

devil and all his works.”  
- John MacArthur, p. 198



Friday, December 31

Matthias: “After Jesus’ resurrection, Judas’s office was 
filled by Matthias…In the end, another perfectly 
ordinary man was chosen to fill the place of that 
extraordinary villain. And so along with the other 

eleven, Matthias became a powerful witness of Jesus’ 
resurrection - one more ordinary man whom the Lord 

elevated to an extraordinary calling.” 
  

- John MacArthur, p. 198



Whether you print these cards out 
and keep them in your Bible, start a 
journal, hang them in a mirror, on 
the fridge, tape them to a cabinet, 

or just read them on your computer, 
I pray they will give a daily dose of 
truth & inspiration no matter what 

circumstances you’re facing!


